W The Second Sunday of Easter
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
April 26, 27 & 30, 2025

WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written
“News and Notes”.

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP

Almighty God, You gave Your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon
Himself. Grant that we, Your adopted children by grace, may daily be
renewed by Your Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

WORSHIP NOTES

On the Lord’s Day, St. John the apostle was given a revelation of the
Lord Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, the Alpha and Omega, the
First and the Last. He is the Living One, ‘the firstborn of the dead” (Rev.
1:5). He died for all people, and behold, He is alive forevermore!
Therefore, He has “the keys of Death and Hades” (Rev. 1:18). For His
death atoned for sin and conquered death, and in His resurrection He
opened the kingdom of heaven to us. The “sharp two-edged sword” of
His mouth (Rev. 1:16) calls you to “believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God,” that by such faith “you may have life in his name” (John
20:31). To that end, He sends His ministers of the Word, as the Father
sent Him, “to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins” (Acts
5:31).

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELL

470 O Sons and Daughters of the King (v. 1-4)
1 O sons and daughters of the King,
Whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing,
Today the grave has lost its sting!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2  That Easter morn, at break of day,
The faithful women went their way
To seek the tomb where Jesus lay.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



An angel clad in white they see,
Who sits and speaks unto the three,
“Your Lord will go to Galilee.”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

That night the_apostles met in fear;
Among them came their master dear
And said, “My peace be with you here.”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their

Baptism.
P

C

In the name of the Father and of the = Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
% Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



® Service of the Word =

Introit

Kyrie

ALL

ALL

TO T

0O

OTO

Psalm 105:1-5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2-3

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by
it you may grow up to salvation—if indeed you have tasted
that the Lord is good.

Oh give thanks to the LoORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!

Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wondrous works!

Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!

Seek the LoORD and his strength;
seek his presence continually!

Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered.

He remembers his covenant forever, the word that he
commanded, for a thousand generations.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk,
that by it you may grow up to salvation—if indeed
you have tasted that the Lord is good.

LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on
earth.

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for
Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God,
Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive
our prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the
Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s
resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and
conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

First Reading Acts 5:12-32

2Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among
the people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all
together in Solomon’s Portico. 13None of the rest dared join
them, but the people held them in high esteem. *And more than
ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men
and women, 15so that they even carried out the sick into the
streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as Peter came by at
least his shadow might fall on some of them. $The people also
gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and
those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed.

17But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that
is, the party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 8they
arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. °But
during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors
and brought them out, and said, 2*“Go and stand in the temple
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and speak to the people all the words of this Life.” 22And when
they heard this, they entered the temple at daybreak and began
to teach.

Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him,
they called together the council and all the senate of Israel and
sent to the prison to have them brought. 22But when the officers
came, they did not find them in the prison, so they returned and
reported, 23“We found the prison securely locked and the guards
standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found no
one inside.” 2*Now when the captain of the temple and the chief
priests heard these words, they were greatly perplexed about
them, wondering what this would come to. 2>And someone came
and told them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison are
standing in the temple and teaching the people.” 26Then the
captain with the officers went and brought them, but not by force,
for they were afraid of being stoned by the people.

27And when they had brought them, they set them before the
council. And the high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We
strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have
filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this
man'’s blood upon us.” 2°But Peter and the apostles answered,
“We must obey God rather than men. °The God of our fathers
raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God
exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God
has given to those who obey him.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Anthem — Grades 5K — 3, “Rejoice in the Lord Always” (10:30)

Epistle Revelation 1:4-18
4John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and
who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his
throne, %and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn
of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his
blood 6and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to
him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. "Behold, he
is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even
those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on
account of him. Even so. Amen.



8¢l am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is
and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”

91, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the
kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the
island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus. 191 was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and |
heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 1saying, “Write
what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to
Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and
to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”

12Then | turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and
on turning | saw seven golden lampstands, *3and in the midst of
the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe
and with a golden sash around his chest. **The hairs of his head
were white like wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a
flame of fire, 15his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a
furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. 6In his
right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp
two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full
strength.

"When | saw him, | fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid
his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, | am the first and the
last, 18and the living one. | died, and behold | am alive
forevermore, and | have the keys of Death and Hades.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
C Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.
Holy Gospel John 20:19-31
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth
chapter.

C Gloryto You, O Lord.

190n the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the
doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be
with you.” 2°When he had said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the
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Lord. ?1Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, even so | am sending you.” 22And when he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are
forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

22Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not
with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him,
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see in
his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the
mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, | will never
believe.”

26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas
was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2’Then he said
to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out
your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but
believe.” 2Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.”

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the
disciples, which are not written in this book; 3'but these are
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praiseto You, O Christ.

Sit
Offering (10:30)

470 O Sons and Daughters of the King (v. 5-9)
5 When Thomas first the tidings heard
That they had seen the risen Lord,
He doubted the disciples’ word.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

6 “My piercéd side, O Thomas, see,
And look upon My hands, My feet;
Not faithless but believing be.”
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

7  No longer Thomas then denied;
He saw the feet, the hands, the side;



“You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

How blest are they who have not seen
And yet whose faith has constant been,
For they eternal life shall win.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

On this most holy day of days

Be laud and jubilee and praise:

To God your hearts and voices raise.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Public domain

Sermon

Offering (5:30 and 8:00)

Stand

Nicene Creed

C

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.



And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life % of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

¥ Service of the Sacrament

Preface

([@lv) (@]

O T

Sanctus
C

LSB 160
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound
to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was
sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying
He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have
had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
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accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body
and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth

as itis in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My &
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My &
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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Pax Domini LSB 163
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 163
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have
mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have
mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant
us peace.

Sit
Anthem — Grades 5K - 3, “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” (10:30)

Distribution

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the
service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in
doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations of the
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, and are not under church discipline
in another congregation.

Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those
who need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when
he approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire,
highly diluted wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the
cup of water). Please tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he
approaches you at the Communion Rail.

Distribution Hymns (please refer to the hymnal)

480 - He’s Risen, He’s Risen

467 - Awake, My Heart, with Gladness

606 - | Lay My Sins on Jesus

Stand

Thank the Lord LSB 164
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what

He has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His
name.
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He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in
joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect

P

C

Benediction

P

C

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

LSB 166
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and & give you peace.
Amen.

720 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight

1

We walk by faith and not by sight,

No gracious words we hear

From Him who spoke as none e’er spoke,
But we believe Him near.

We may not touch His hands and side,
Nor follow where He trod;

But in His promise we rejoice

And cry “My Lord and God!”

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief;
And may our faith abound

To call on You when You are near
And seek where You are found.

For You, O resurrected Lord,
Are found in means divine:
Beneath the water and the Word,
Beneath the bread and wine.

Lord, when our life of faith is done,
In realms of clearer light
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We may behold You as You are,
With full and endless sight.

Text: Public domain
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ASSISTING AT WORSHIP

Preacher
Presiding Minister

Organists

Lay Readers

Communion Assistants

Student Assistants

Rev. Patrick Niles
Rev. Jeremy Hanson

Sandy Kasten
Susan Wachter

Jan Wegner (5:30)
Luke Timm (8:00)
Karen Hopf (10:30)
Bill Lang (6:00)

Jim Schmidt & Mark Cyr (5:30)
Bill Lang (8:00)

Luther Bajus (10:30)

Bill Lang (6:00)

(A) Logan Stelter (5:30)

(U) Maizy Boerger (5:30)

(A) Lauren Markevitch & Elanore Faucher (8:00)
(V) Julia Detlaff & Payton Markevitch (8:00)

(A) Emerson Leibham & Annabelle White (10:30)
(U) Eoin Irish & Mason Bell (10:30)
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The faculty at Bethlehem Lutheran School faithfully prays for the
students entrusted to their care, along with their families.

As Bethlehem congregation members, please add these students
and families to your prayer list.

April Prayers

Brady Stelter
Aubrey Rothe
Julia Detlaff
Maizy Boerger

Viktor Albertin

e |sabella Crego

¢ Emma Harmelink
e |sabella Bhowmick

e Elanore Faucher

e Magdalena Mendez
o  Griffin Cyr

¢ Madilynn Adleman

e Anastasia Backus

e Lilyahna Gabrielse
Kaleb Allen
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