W The Third Sunday of Easter &
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
May 3,4 & 7, 2025

WELCOME IN JESUS’ NAME

WELCOME to our guests and members as we gather for worship
today! Please place your names in our red “Record of
Fellowship” books. Also, please give attention to the written
“News and Notes”.

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP

Almighty and gracious God, You want all to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. Magnify the power of the Gospel in the hearts of
Your faithful people that Your Church may spread the good news of
salvation. Protect, encourage, and bless all missionaries who proclaim
the saving cross that Christ, being lifted up, may draw all people to
Himself, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

WORSHIP NOTES

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain” (Rev. 5:12), who by His cross has
conquered sin and death. With His blood, He has “ransomed people for
God from every tribe and language and people and nation” (Rev. 5:9).
This same Lord Jesus visits people of all nations and calls them to
Himself by the Gospel, even as He “was revealed to the disciples after
he was raised from the dead” (John 21:14). He restored Simon Peter to
faith and life, and He commissioned him to feed His lambs and tend His
sheep (John 21:15-17). Likewise, He revealed Himself to Saul of Tarsus
and brought him to repentance, so that the persecutor of Jesus might
carry and confess His name “before the Gentiles and kings and the
children of Israel” (Acts 9:15).

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELL

688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake
1 “Come, follow Me,” the Savior spake,
“All in My way abiding;
Deny yourselves, the world forsake,
Obey My call and guiding.
O bear the cross, whate’er betide,
Take My example for your guide.



2 “l am the light, I light the way,
A godly life displaying;
| bid you walk as in the day;
| keep your feet from straying.
I am the way, and well | show
How you must sojourn here below.

3 “My heart abounds in lowliness,
My soul with love is glowing;
And gracious words My lips express,
With meekness overflowing.
My heart, My mind, My strength, My all,
To God | yield, on Him | call.

4 "l teach you how to shun and flee
What harms your soul’s salvation,
Your heart from ev’ry guile to free,
From sin and its temptation.

I am the refuge of the soul
And lead you to your heav’nly goal.”

5 Then let us follow Christ, our Lord,
And take the cross appointed
And, firmly clinging to His Word,
In suff’ring be undaunted.
For those who bear the battle’s strain

The crown of heav’nly life obtain.
Text: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.

C Butif we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
% Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

& Service of the Word &

Introit

ALL

ALL

Psalm 145:4-7, 9; antiphon: v.10

All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,
and all your saints shall bless you!

One generation shall commend your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts.

On the glorious splendor of your majesty,
and on your wondrous works, | will meditate.

They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds,
and | will declare your greatness.

They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness
and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.

The LoRrD is good to all,
and his mercy is over all that he has made.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,
and all your saints shall bless you!



Kyrie LSB 152
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray
to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the
Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.
This Is the Feast LSB 155
C This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood
set us free to be people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor,
blessing, and glory are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of
all creation:

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the
Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.
Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.



Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up
the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from
the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and
eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C Amen.
Sit
First Reading Acts 9:1-22

1But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for
letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any
belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them
bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he went on his way, he
approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven
flashed around him. “And falling to the ground he heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5And
he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “| am Jesus, whom
you are persecuting. ®But rise and enter the city, and you will be
told what you are to do.” “The men who were traveling with him
stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8Saul
rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he
saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into
Damascus. °And for three days he was without sight, and neither
ate nor drank.

ONow there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The
Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here | am,
Lord.” *And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of
Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, *?and he has seen
in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on
him so that he might regain his sight.” 3But Ananias answered,
“Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much evil he
has done to your saints at Jerusalem. *And here he has
authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your
name.” 15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and
kings and the children of Israel. *6For | will show him how much
he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 7So Ananias departed
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and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said,
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road
by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately
something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his
sight. Then he rose and was baptized; °and taking food, he was
strengthened.

For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 2°And
immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He
is the Son of God.” 21And all who heard him were amazed and
said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those
who called upon this name? And has he not come here for this
purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22But
Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the
Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the
Christ.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Anthem — Adult Choir, “The Meditations of My Heart” (5:30)

Epistle Revelation 5:1-14
1Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the
throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven

seals. 2And | saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice,
“Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3And no
one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open
the scroll or to look into it, and | began to weep loudly because
no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. And
one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he
can open the scroll and its seven seals.”

6And between the throne and the four living creatures and
among the elders | saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been
slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7And he went and
took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the
throne. 8And when he had taken the scroll, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb,
each holding a harp, and golden bowils full of incense, which are
the prayers of the saints. °And they sang a new song, saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people
for God
6



from every tribe and language and people and nation,
10and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our
God,

and they shall reign on the earth.”

1Then | looked, and | heard around the throne and the living
creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering
myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, ?saying with a
loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power
and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and
blessing!” 13And | heard every creature in heaven and on earth
and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them,
saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be
blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 1*And
the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down
and worshiped.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
C Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.
Holy Gospel John 21:1-19
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first
chapter.

C Gloryto You, O Lord.

LAfter this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the
Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2Simon
Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee,
the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were
together. 2Simon Peter said to them, “| am going fishing.” They
said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the
boat, but that night they caught nothing.

4Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the
disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them,
“Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” ®He
said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you
will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to
haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. “That disciple whom
Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon
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Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for
he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8The
other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for
they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off.

*When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place,
with fish laid out on it, and bread. °Jesus said to them, “Bring
some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter
went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of
them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn.
12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of
the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was
the Lord. 3Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them,
and so with the fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus
was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon
Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?”
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” He said to
him, “Feed my lambs.” 16He said to him a second time, “Simon,
son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you
know that | love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” "He
said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you
love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you
know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.
8Truly, truly, | say to you, when you were young, you used to
dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are
old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you
and carry you where you do not want to go.” 1¥(This he said to
show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after
saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praiseto You, O Christ.

Sit
Offering (10:30)

483 With High Delight Let Us Unite

1  With high delight
Let us unite
In songs of great jubilation.
Ye pure in heart,
All bear your part,
Sing Jesus Christ, our salvation.
To set us free



Forever, He

Is ris’n and sends

To all earth’s ends

Good news to save ev'ry nation.

2 True God, He first
From death has burst
Forth into life, all subduing.
His enemy
Doth vanquished lie;
His death has been death’s undoing.
“And yours shall be
Like victory
O’er death and grave,”
Saith He, who gave
His life for us, life renewing.

3 Let praises ring;
Give thanks, and bring
To Christ our Lord adoration.
His honor speed
By word and deed
To ev'ry land, ev’ry nation.
So shall His love
Give us above,
From misery
And death set free,

All joy and full consolation.
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110005811

Sermon

Teacher / Staff Recognitions (8:00)
Sonia TenPas, 30 yrs, Holly Leibham, 20 yrs, Jessica Usadel, 10 yrs

Offering (5:30 and 8:00)
Stand
Apostles’ Creed
C Ibelievein God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
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born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life ¥ everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

& Service of the Sacrament &

Preface

OUT O

O T

LSB 160
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound
to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was
sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying
He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus
C

LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosannain the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosannain the highest.

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

P

C

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have
had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body
and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father,
be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

o)
C

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth

as itis in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My &
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 163
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have
mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have
mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant
us peace.

Sit

Distribution

If you desire to commune, please speak to one of the pastors before the
service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness with us in
doctrine, are members of our congregation or sister congregations of the
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, and are not under church discipline
in another congregation.

Please note that “gluten free” communion wafers are available for those
who need them. Please tell the Communion Assistant “gluten free” when
he approaches you at the Communion Rail. Also, for those who desire,
highly diluted wine is available in individual cups (one drop of wine in the
cup of water). Please tell the Communion Assistant “clear” when he
approaches you at the Communion Rail.

Distribution Hymns (please refer to the hymnal)

547 - The Lamb
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633 - At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing

611 - Chief of Sinners Though | Be

Stand

Thank the Lord LSB 164

C

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what
He has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His
name.

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in
joy

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect

P

C

Benediction

P

C

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

LSB 166
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and & give you peace.
Amen.

525 Crown Him with Many Crowns

1

Crown Him with many crowns,

The Lamb upon His throne;

Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns
All music but its own.

Awake, my soul, and sing

Of Him who died for thee,

And hail Him as thy matchless king
Through all eternity.

Crown Him the virgin’s Son,
The God incarnate born,
Whose arm those crimson trophies won
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Which now His brow adorn:

Fruit of the mystic rose,

Yet of that rose the stem,

The root whence mercy ever flows,
The babe of Bethlehem.

3 Crown Him the Lord of love.
Behold His hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above,
In beauty glorified.
No angels in the sky
Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bend their wond’ring eyes
At mysteries so bright.

4 Crown Him the Lord of life,
Who triumphed o’er the grave
And rose victorious in the strife
For those He came to save.
His glories now we sing,

Who died and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring
And lives that death may die.

5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n,
Enthroned in worlds above,
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’'n
The wondrous name of Love.
Crown Him with many crowns
As thrones before Him fall;
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns,

For He is king of all.
Text: Public domain

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The
Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.

14



ASSISTING AT WORSHIP

Preacher Rev. Patrick Niles
Presiding Minister Rev. Patrick Niles
Organists Sandy Kasten

Susan Wachter

Lay Readers Jim Schmidt (5:30)

Dan Blackburn (8:00)
Luther Bajus (10:30)
Randy Holler (6:00)

Communion Assistants

Pete Nikisch & Dave Strohschoen (5:30)
Pat Vanic (8:00)

Doug Hasenstein & Luther Bajus (10:30)
Randy Holler (6:00)

Student Assistants

(A) Griffin Cyr (5:30)

(V) Alex Ehaney (5:30)

(A) Nate Vanic & Tevin Davis (8:00)

(V) Robert Wildman & Austin Gries (8:00)

(A) Abigail Bjorn & Jax Fehlhaber (10:30)

(V) Savannah Brown & Addyson Niles (10:30)

The faculty at Bethlehem Lutheran School faithfully prays for the students
entrusted to their care, along with their families.

As Bethlehem congregation members, please add these students and
families to your prayer list.

May Prayers

Trejon Smith & Janice Holmes
Alexys Nytes
Isabella Macias

Hailey Rauwerdink
Athena Stopar
Rylie Anderson-Green

Blate Schmitz
Annaliese Barts
Hayley Haas
Zachariah Hackbarth
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